Dissemination of Pneumocystis carinii in patients with AIDS.
Extrapulmonary Pneumocystis carinii infections in AIDS are still rare although the number of cases is increasing. We present 2 cases of extrapulmonary pneumocystosis detected at our institution during an 8-month period. The first was a patient treated for P. carinii pneumonia (PCP) disseminated to liver, spleen and kidneys. The second patient had widely dissemination of P. carinii diagnosed at autopsy. Both patients had received aerosolised pentamidine (AP) for PCP prophylaxis. Totally we have treated patients with AP prophylaxis for 122 patient years and found a frequency of extrapulmonary spread of 1.6% compared to none in the 116 patient years on sulfamethoxazole-trimethoprim.